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Copy of Prime Minister Nehru's letter 
Gated 12th November, 1962 to President 
Ayub Khan 
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My dear President, 


Thank you for your letter of 6th November, 1962 which I 
received from your High Commissioner in New Delhi. 


I had in my letter of 27th October given a brief accomt of 
the aggression by the forces of the People's Republic of China on 
Indian territory along the Eastern and Western sections of the 
India-China border. I agree with you that the military clashes 
that have taken place between Chinese and Indian forces are a matter 
of common concern to all of us who are interested in the maintenance 
of peace and stability in this sub-continent, 


With your experience as a distinguished soldier you will 
no doubt realise that the Chinese aggression is not merely in the 
nature of a border incident, but is an invasion of India on a 
massive scale and has a significance wider than that of a more 
border conflict between China and India. Whatever our differences 
may be, the disturbance to stability and peace in this sub-continent 
is matter of common concern to both of us and you would not, I am 
sure, want any weekening or submission to Chinese aggression on 
our part as that will affect not only the future of India, but of 
all independent countries in this region. 


In spite of our love of mend we could not submit to this 
further aggression by China and we have, therefore, much against our 
wishes, had to take all possible steps to mest the Chinese invasion, 
Just as I appealed to you in my letter of October 27 for your 
sympathy and support in our efforts to meet the crisis created by 
Chinese aggression, we also requested all friendly countries for 
their sympathy and help. Some of these countries have been good 
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enough to egree to help us with urgently required defence stores 
and equipment. 


This struggle against Chinese aggression is none of our 
seeking. It is painful for us to be involved in warlike measures 
and to turn our limited resources to warlike activities when there 
are so many demands for developments to be met by us. We are, 
however, facing powerful and wmscrupulous invader who has mounted 
a well planned and massive invasion. 411 our energies and 
resources have to be devoted to resistance against this Chinese 
aggression, The help given to us by way of defence equipment and 
stores by friendly countries will be utilised solely in this 
resistance to Chinese aggression, We have to build up adequate 
war potential to mest the Chinese aggressor but this new war 
potential, to which you refer in your letter, cannot and will not 
be used for any purpose other than effective resistance against 
this further Chinese aggression. 


I entirely agree with you that we should strive for a 
world of peace and friendly relations with all comtries and that 
the only methods which we should adopt are the methods of peace, 
Both our countries are engaged in tremendous tasks of development 
and of modernisation so as to raise the standards of living of our 
people. To this, we are firmly dedicated. You can rest assured, 
Mr. President, that this policy will be applied even more specially 
in our relations with Pakistan. The idea of any conflict with 
Pakistan is one which is repugnant to us and we, on our part, will 
never initiate it, I am convinced that the future of India and 
Pakistan lies in their friendship and cooperation for the benefit 
of both, 


As for our conflict with China, we would welcome an end of 
that conflict so that we can direct our energy to peaceful development. 
But so long as China continues to invade and commit aggression against 
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our country, we have to defend it as you would no doubt do if 
any country committed aggression against Pakistan. While we 
shall always seok an end of this conflict, it has to be in a 
manner which preserves the honour and integrity of India, It 
may be that this conflict will last a long time draining cur 
resources and diverting our energies from the programmes of 
development, 


In any event, we cannot submit to the aggressor. I am 
sure you would not want us to do so, Resisting the aggressor 
will cost us dearly, but I am sure you would agree with me that 
this high cost must be paid to maintain our independence and 
territorial integrity. Any veekening by India or submission to 
the aggressor will endanger the independence and territorial 
integrity not only of India but of all sovereign states in this 
region. 


With kind regards, 


Yours sincerely, 


JAWAHARLAL NEHRU 


